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The body of a young Japanese woman was found buried in the mass of snow in February 2006 near the 
town of Liptovsky Mikulas in the Slovak Republic. Hypothermia was declared as the cause of her death, 
the body of the deceased was deeply frozen. The autopsy and police investigation classified her death as a 
suicide, having some features of an Eastern Asian suicidal ritual. The case shows that the era of world 
globalization and migration of people bring together also the curious cases of human tragedies. Thus 
the forensic expert of nowadays must expect that s/he might be faced with cases of death unseen before. 


© 2009 Elsevier Ireland Ltd. All rights reserved. 


1. Introduction 


Life in the Slovak Republic under more than 40 years of socialist 
regime was accompanied, among others, with a painful sign of 
locked borders. Restoration of democracy has brought about grad- 
ual economic development, but also open roads and traveling into 
so far not visited abroad; after becoming EU member state even 
with the possibility for the Slovaks to work abroad. Hence, Slovakia 
has been witnessing unseen migration of its people - at present 
about 175,000 Slovaks are working abroad. On the other hand, Slo- 
vakia has become attractive tourist destination for about one and 
half million foreign visitors annually. Progressive globalization 
has also its impact on the forensic medicine in Slovakia [3]. 


2. Case report 


In the beginning of 2006, at the eastern foothill overlooking the 
town of Liptovsky Mikulas, a deeply frozen human body was found 
by chance, almost completely covered by snow. The body, cleaned 
from snow, provided unseen and shocking view - physiognomy re- 
vealed the face of a woman of Asian origin, tied trunk and lower 
extremities gave the impression of violent death. Forensic special- 
ist was immediately called to the scene. The careful inspection of 
the body showed, that the way the body had been tied showed 
demonstrative signs unusual for the region of the Central Europe 
- it was free enough not to prevent movement and the string 
was made from easily torn white celluloid foil the piece of which 
was found near the right hand of the dead woman. No signals of 
fight or self - defense were found on the body, her clothes were 
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also intact. On the skin of her belly the message “I love you” had 
been written by the eye liner, the pencil was found in the young 
woman’s right hand. Besides the body the bottle of vodka of Slovak 
origin was found in the snow mass. 


3. Autopsy findings 


The autopsy of the body revealed the severe hypothermia as the 
cause of death. The blood sample analysis revealed the ethanol 
concentration in 0.76 g/kg, the urine ethanol concentration was 
2.56 g/kg. The toxicologic investigation of the blood sample re- 
vealed the presence 7 various anxiolytics and sedatives, being 
ingested ante mortem. The autopsy clearly excluded any mechan- 
ical violence inflicted to the body of the young woman. 

Parallel police investigation identified the body as belonging toa 
30-year-old young woman, citizen of Tokyo. The course of tragedy 
was as follows: While being in London she met a young man from 
the Slovak Republic. They became intimate friends and she visited 
twice his birth town Liptovsky Mikulas. During her third visit some- 
thing must the pair ended their relation. The young woman, disap- 
pointed and perhaps depressive, walked up the hill in a deep snow, 
tied her legs and after drinking alcohol with a large amount of drugs 
she fell asleep in the position facing the town and the sunrise... 


4. Discussion 


Presented case of the death of the 30-year-old woman from Ja- 
pan in the territory of the Slovak Republic shows that forensic 
medicine in any country of the world in the era of world globaliza- 
tion have to be ready to analyze also the cases, associated with dif- 
ferent cultural background of a deceased person [1,3]. 
Examinations of such deaths may present the potential risk of 
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making faulty conclusions stemming from ignorance of the differ- 
ent cultural backgrounds and their manifestations accompanying 
deaths that may be absolutely non-typical for a country, where 
such a dead body was found [2]. It is evident, that a nowaday’s 
forensic medicine specialist must have not just profound knowl- 
edge in forensic medicine, but s/he should be a kind of polymath, 
well-oriented, with sensitive professional approach to the whole 
world community. 
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